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Abstract

The area known as “Sonda de Campeche” is located off the coast of the state with the same name and,
during past decades, it has been fundamental to energy consumed in the country and its oil exports. This
has resulted on an indirect but important impact on the state’s economy. Oil is a non renewable resource
and in this case, for more than ten years now, the extracted volume has been declining. It is not possible to
determine how long the extraction will remain commercial, but it is necessary to accelerate the development
of its economy. The project depicts the state, it develops a diagnosis and gives recommendations for
accelerating its development in sectors which do not depend on oil.

1 Introduction

During 2011, oil represented 87 percent of
Campeche’s GDP. This due because oil extrac-
tion was carried out within the state’s limits, but
its revenue is federal income distributed to all the
states with rules which do not consider which state
generated such revenue. Therefore, this income, so
important for the country, does not directly benefit
the government especially, or the state’s population.
The other sectors in which GDP is segmented, only
made up 13 percent of the total and in the areas
which constituted two-thirds of this portion (the
most important: construction, commerce and real
estate), the presence of Pemex, due to the importance
of Sonda de Campeche, was a significant fostering
factor.

In the last ten years, oil production has declined
at an average rate of 6 percent per year, which is
concerning and makes necessary the acceleration
ofeconomic development for the state, with key
attention to sectors which do not depend on the
presence of Pemex.

Furthermore, Campeche has the country’s largest
forest extension and rich biodiversity both on land
and at sea. To preserve this great asset, several areas
have been declared as Protected Natural Areas, occu-
pying 40 percent of its territory. This has prevented,
for example, the drilling of oil wells in the Laguna de

Terminos, but has also hindered the development of
that portion of the territory.

2 Objective

The project’s objective is to generate specific rec-
ommendations which contribute to the economic de-
velopment of the state against the decline of oil re-
sources, concentrating on the analysis of the Yucatan
Peninsula previously developed by the Mario Molina
Center, regarding the state of Campeche.

3 Methodology

The analysis was carried out by depicting the state
with the most recent and reliable published informa-
tion, which was enhanced through interviews with
various state government officials and specialists.
Hence a diagnosis derived, and from it came general
recommendations for developing specific projects.

4 Results

Campeche represents 3 percent of the national
territory, and according to the 2010 Census of Popu-
lation and Housing, it has 822 thousand inhabitants
(seven-tenths of a percentage point of the national
population). Of these, 80 percent live in coastal
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towns. The subsoil is, in most areas, of karst nature1

as in the rest of the Yucatan Peninsula, and fertile
soil is thin.

Agriculture plays a very modest role in the state’s
economy, yet 10 percent of the population depends
on it. Each year about 235 hectares of land is
planted, 91 percent temporarily. There’s no Irriga-
tion District in the state, but there are Irrigation
Units, which make up for the remaining 9 per cent.
The use of technology is low, the same as agricultural
yields. The 2009-2015 National Development Plan
states that adequate land for agriculture existsin
the center of the State, which could give rise to an
agro-industrial corridor.

The production of beef and poultry per capita
coincides, approximately, with the national average,
while the production of milk, egg and pork is below
the national standing. Honey is an outstanding
product for Campeche, occupying the second place
nationally as a producer; most of the honey produced
is exported to Germany. A project to package honey
in jars and sell them as their own private-label is in
the process.

Timber production is, likewise, very limited:
during 2011 it had a value of less than 100 million
pesos, which does not correspond to the largest forest
in Mexico.

Tourism is an activity for which Campeche has
many resources, but not for the beach since it has
a rocky coast. In 2012 the first stage for Aak Bal, the
first beach resort that exists in the state was inaugu-
rated, so efforts will be needed to promote tourism
among different segments both domestic and interna-
tional.

5 Recommendations

It is advisable to pursue developing the agro-
industrial corridor mentioned above, looking for
support of agricultural irrigation water on the Can-
delaria river (the most plentiful in the state). The
same river can offer the right conditions for installing
a profitable mini hydroelectric plant.

The project to bottle honey must grow in order

1Formed by limestone, very hard material constituted by
calcium carbonate

to implement an aggressive commercialization ac-
companied by a professional marketing to achieve
satisfactory results.

Most of the wood is produced astimber, nev-
ertheless, there must be an added value to that
production. There are two ways of doing it: the
most ambitious and challenging is to harness the
attractiveness of the tropical wood characteristics
that are still exploited as veneer to cover other less
prized woods. The simplest is to train people who
produce this wood to use to use it as raw materialfor
producing high value handcrafts.

Campeche may develop one or more corridors of
cultural tourism using its forest and abundant Mayan
archaeological sites. It is highly recommended to use
the existing textile industry as a basis for carrying
out promotional campaigns which generate more
employment and therefore, economic growth with
direct benefits for the population.

The possibility of developing an oil industry in
a clean and safe manner has been proven around
the world. Of course, this type of extraction entails
higher costs; however, just as stopping undiscrimi-
nating oil exploration and other activities in Laguna
de Terminos has been achieved, oil and gas extraction
should be fostered in the state without affecting
ecosystems, in addition to activities such as refining
and petrochemicals in the same way.

Finally, the location and geographical conditions of
Campeche exposes it to extreme weather phenomena,
both drought and forest fires and floods resulting from
heavy rains and even hurricanes. This vulnerability
makes it necessary to develop plans, tools andmete-
orological data for monitoring systems to establish
preventive mechanisms against this type of weather
events.
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