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Policy Brief 

The Location of Social Housing as an Indicator of Urban Sprawl in Mexico 

Sustainable Cities 

Objective: Through the development of an Assessment Tool to measure the Location of Social 

Housing (HEEVi), the aim is to evaluate the effectiveness of social housing incentives and as a re-

sult, to be able to mitigate greenhouse gas emissions related to the transport of population mov-

ing from households to the workplace, schools or other related activities.  

Introduction 

Between 1980 and 2010, cities in Mexico grew 3.5 more 
times the extent of its urbanized land compared to the 
growth of the urban population. This is due mainly to the 
extensive single-unit social housing developments built 
in the urban periphery. The impacts of this excessive ex-
pansion are visible in the increase in costs and time of 
transfer the population suffers from their households to 
the workplace, schools or other related activities. The 
impacts are also visible in terms of the increase of green-
house gas emissions associated with transport. 

There have been efforts to reverse the impacts of the 
development of social housing and highlight the funda-
mental role of location as a major indicator. In 2011, the 
Mario Molina Center, together with federal institutions 
and housing developers elaborated the Sustainability 
Index for Housing and their Surrounding Environment, 
which takes into account the location as well as other 
aspects in the social housing developments.   

In 2013, the aforementioned Index was used by the Na-
tional Housing Commission (CONAVI) to modify the sub-
sidy schemes and incentives by including the location of 
social housing as a prerequisite in the Urban Contain-
ment Perimeters PCU). This boosted the development 
towards more compact cities.  

In 2015, with the objective of guaranteeing better loca-
tions for future social housing developments, the Mario 
Molina Center, in collaboration with Mexico’s  National 
Housing Registry (RUV), with funds from the Inter-
American Development Bank (IDB), developed the As-
sessment Tool to measure the Location of Social Hous-
ing (HEEVi) for the Federal Mortgage Society (SHF).  

HEEVi 

The HEEVi, available in the RUV’s web platform, evalu-
ates the workplace, transport and equipment that exists 
in the surroundings of a social housing development, 
amongst other criteria and assigns a grade between 0 
and 100 points. This tool also shows an estimation of the 
annual greenhouse gas emissions related to the trans-
portation of the population from their households and 
their annual transportation costs.  

Upon gaining access to the tool’s platform, the develop-
er will give the geographic coordinates of the develop-
ing site to evaluate. The tool then generates an automat-
ed evaluation of the urban characteristics of the immedi-
ate surroundings where the residential development will 
be located, granting the corresponding score. 

 

From the year 2017 onwards, the HEEVi will be used as 
an approval standard for the Sustainable Housing Pro-
grams of the SHF, particularly the EcoCasa program. Al-
so, it is intended to standardize the use of the HEEVi in 
the housing sector, in order to broaden its impact in the 
national  housing policy. 
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Recommendations 

The HEEVi is an excellent complement to the PCU. Thus, 
the following actions, if implemented, would increase its 
impact in the national housing policy: 

 Replace the score of the Operating Rules of the Pro-
gram for Financial Schemes and Federal Subsidies  for 
Housing of the CONAVI for the one proposed by the 
HEEVi. 

 Incorporate the HEEVi to SISEVIVE-EcoCasa so that 
every household label can obtain an integral evalua-
tion. 

 Extend the HEEVi’s impact to the housing programs 
managed by the CONAVI, INFONAVIT, FOVISSSTE as 
well as the other National Housing Agencies (ONAVI). 

In this way, the HEEVi tool would be standardized and, as 
a consequence, will boost the development of more com-
pact city policies in Mexico.  

 

http://centromariomolina.org/
http://centromariomolina.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/14.-Evaluaci%C3%B3nSustetabilidadViviendaM%C3%A9xico_fin.pdf
http://centromariomolina.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/14.-Evaluaci%C3%B3nSustetabilidadViviendaM%C3%A9xico_fin.pdf
http://www.gob.mx/conavi
https://www.gob.mx/cms/uploads/attachment/file/80337/MODELO_PCU_Reservas_Territoriales_2014.pdf
http://portalruvprod.azurewebsites.net/
http://www.gob.mx/shf/
http://sig.ruv.org.mx/
http://www.ecocasa.gob.mx/Paginas/Inicio.aspx
https://www.gob.mx/cms/uploads/attachment/file/84276/SISEVIVECONUEE.pdf
http://portal.infonavit.org.mx/wps/wcm/connect/infonavit/inicio
http://www.gob.mx/fovissste
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Classification of criteria 

Due to their relevance, some criteria 
have more weight in the scoring or  
must be considered as conditioning 
factors. This is why they are classi-
fied in three groups: obligatory, pre-
requisite and informative criteria, 
taking into account different aspects 
of the housing location to ensure an 
integral evaluation.  

The informative criteria are not part 
of the scoring, because indirectly, a 
high score favors the reduction of 
greenhouse gas emissions as well as 
the costs in transport, without hav-
ing to account for them. 

If developers are not able to obtain 
automatically the corresponding 
points of any prerequisite, but in 
case of counting with sufficient in-
formation to prove that a specific 
criteria is being met, the HEEVi al-
lows users to add additional infor-
mation in order to prove compliance, 
and after verifying the information 
provided, the respective points are 
granted. 

The information that the tool uses 
comes from public standardized 
sources such as the Urban Contain-
ment Perimeters, the National Insti-
tute of Statistics and Geography 
(INEGI) surveys, the Secretary of 
Public Education (SEP), among oth-
ers. 
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Implementation Strategy 

Considering the housing sector dy-
namics imply large periods of plan-
ning and development, a progressive 
implementation in three phases is 
proposed: 1) Introduction, 2) Evalua-
tion and 3) Consolidation.  

For each phase, a minimum score is 
set, which becomes more strict as 
the phases move forward.  
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Additional information 

There are other tools developed 
by the Mario Molina Center, 
such as:  

1) Density and Equity  

2) Metropolitan Profile 

 

These tools help to complement 
the HEEVi’s impact and contrib-
ute to the development of com-
pact city policies in Mexico. 
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